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As the Covid-19 pandemic hit the UK, GIFT 
immediately and purposefully acted by 
creating a number of initiatives to help support 
the elderly, the vulnerable and those isolating.

Within hours of lockdown being announced, 
hundreds of volunteers signed up to specially 
created WhatsApp groups. Over the course 
of the last 6 months, thousands of volunteers 
have stepped up to help those in need within 
the community.

Thousands more have been helped in a 
number of ways. This brochure is a testament 
to the GIFT of CONNECTION Covid-19 Response 
and the volunteers who made it happen.

Vision, Mission & Strategy

Our Vision:

A WORLD FULL OF GIVERS:
Where families and individuals 
actively engage in acts of giving  
in every area of their daily lives.

Our Mission:
GIFT aims to educate and inspire 
people to positively shift their attitudes 
and behaviour towards giving.

Our Strategy:
GIFT inspires a culture of giving through 
dynamic education and impactful 
volunteering, supporting those in need.

Dynamic and creative, GIFT’s education team deliver out-of-
the box formal and informal sessions to schools, youth groups, 
synagogues, universities and communities.

EDUCATING

VOLUNTEERING
GIFT galvanises, facilitates, and coordinates an army of 
volunteers impacting thousands of individuals and families in 
need across the community.

The GIFT of Connection

#i
ni

tto
g

e
th

e
r



4 5

GIFT Covid-19 
Response ... in Numbers

March - September 2020

9,000+ HOT MEALS
given to the elderly and vulnerable

£170k WORTH
     of food parcels delivered

300+ PAIRS
in our tutoring club

4,200 GRATITUDE PACKS
arranged for NHS hospitals & care homes

   4,500 REQUESTS
        answered for help 

1,000+ CARDS
	  written to the elderly

	   180+ EDUCATIONAL
                     online sessions delivered

£14,000+ WORTH
    of laptops, toys, bicycles & flowers delivered



6 7

Since the beginning of lockdown we have been in touch with 
those most in need in the community and those unable to leave 
their houses, coordinating volunteers to: pick up prescriptions / 
run errands / go shopping / provide meals. 

NETWORK OF GIVING
CONNECTION TIME 

GIFT matched up volunteers with isolated individuals 
through regular phone/video calls to brighten their 
day. Once lockdown was eased, this was extended 
to socially distanced visits in the garden.

VIRTUAL TUTORING
Since the closure of schools, many children 
needed academic support. GIFT mobilised 
volunteers to tutor students online.

EDUCATION ONLINE
GIFT’s education team 
transitioned immediately to 
teach schools, synagogues 
and private groups. A number 
of innovative videos and 
activities have been created 
and are available at:
www.jgift.org/education/online

GIFT Covid-19 
Response Initiatives

Our army of angels slave away for 
hours in the kitchen ensuring that 
those who are vulnerable or struggling 
are provided with delicious hot meals. 

GIFT COOKS

NHSOS
We made a difference to those 
making a difference. GIFT 
volunteers provided NHS staff and 
carers with ‘gratitude packs’. 

VITAL FOOD SUPPORT
Hundreds of families, thousands of 
individuals receiving WEEKLY food 
support packages. Over 13,000 delivered 
in 2019. On course to DOUBLE in 2020.

Volunteers were matched with 
care home residents to whom 
they wrote personalised cards and 
letters to brighten up their day.

CARDS OF CARE
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These pages represent a miniscule fraction of 
the thousands of requests for help received 
by our team, and responded to in minutes by 
our army of volunteers. We cannot begin to 
express our gratitude to the myriad members 
of the community who selflessly stepped up 
time-and-again to help those in need over 
the last four months. Thank you so much!

GIFT Covid-19 Responses  
... in minutes!
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Since lockdown GIFT’s educational sessions have 
moved online. Not limited by location we have 
managed to reach UK as well as international 
audiences.

GIFT’s classes have been teaching various aspects 
of giving across all age groups. Whether it’s 
discussing the philosophy of giving with High school 
students or how to build ‘giving’ relationships with Uni 
students, GIFT has provided cutting edge, inspiring 
and relevant online classes. Young Professionals and  
6th formers were inspired by ‘giving heroes, learning 
‘giving skills’ and even a  ZOOM giving Game Show 
was enjoyed by families throughout the UK.

ZOOM CLASSES

GIFT Education Online
GIFT GIVING VIDEOS

With students stuck at home, GIFT put their fun and 
high-energy educational presentations online. 
These have become a great asset to schools and 
parents alike during the pandemic. With at least 10 
schools (Primary and Secondary) now using GIFT’s 
online presentations, they have become a staple 
of many schools’ formal and informal education.

In addition to our Giving video presentations, 
GIFT has added to its online repertoire of 
resources being frequently used by parents and 
teachers at home and school. Tzedakah (charity) 
and Omer giving charts, gratitude journals, cards 
for carers, messages of giving prepared for the 
Seder table, crafts and more can be found 
online now at: www.jgift.org/education/online

ONLINE RESOURCES

180+ ZOOM CLASSES

“Gift’s sign language course has been such a fun and valuable 
experience which inspired me to take up BSL lessons, be more 
inclusive & make a difference. The sessions were great and 
made learning really simple and surprisingly easy - after only 4 
lessons we were able to sign a whole song! Equally as enjoyable 
& inspirational were the stories we heard from Charity execu-
tives & beneficiaries each call before the lessons started. Put 
together, these two parts made for an incredible experience 
which I’m so grateful to have had the opportunity to take.”

Jake, Year 12
Gratitude Jar Activity

2 Pick someone that you would like to thank  

(e.g. your parents).

P.S. You can also make another jar thanking Hashem 

for all the things you are grateful for!

Keep this jar in your room and keep adding to it every day!

3 Cut out some strips of 
paper (at least 20).

4
On each strip write a specific 

thank you to the person you have 

chosen.

5 Fold the strips and fill the jar.

1 Find an empty jar and wash it out.

6 (IF YOU CAN)  
Decorate the outside 

of the jar and write  
the person’s name on it.

7 Give it to a grateful 
recipient and watch 

their reaction!You will make someone 
SO HAPPY with this 

present!!!

www.jgift.org
Registered charity 1153393

 21 GIVING VIDEO PRESENTATIONS 
produced since March

 2,500+ PRESENTATIONS 
VIEWED
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My experience with GIFT over lockdown was quite unique 
and I loved every moment of it. I was tasked with the job of 
delivering food for an elderly lady, aged 88, for Shabbat. 
This opportunity was referred to GIFT by her social worker as 
she hadn’t eaten the entire day. She lives alone, has mental 
health issues and doesn’t have much family in the UK. 

When I encountered her, at first she was quite afraid and 
that time I only managed to leave the food outside the 
door, in the hope it would be utilised. The next week that 
same woman was in need of some more food and drink so I 
decided to try again. This time, the kind lady seemed calmer 
about the situation and opened the door excitedly. Not only 
did she show how grateful she was, but we also sat on the 
stairs in the block of flats for over half an hour talking about 
her life - and whilst she gave me an insight on her history, I 
gave her an update on the world. I shared some words of 
Torah with her and then she waved me goodbye. Really it’s us 
who should be grateful to have GIFT to provide us with these 
types of opportunities.

ZAK GARBACZ, AGE 20

GIFT has been essential to my growth as a person over the 
last couple months. After my GCSEs were cancelled, I had a 
pile of unused textbooks and years of untested knowledge but 
nothing to do with it. All it took was GIFT’s tutoring initiative to give 
me a purpose over the last few months. A couple of times a week I 
have been tutoring kids in Maths, Geography and Science over Skype 
and Zoom. I have thoroughly enjoyed passing on my knowledge, as 
well as getting to know the wonderful kids on the other side of the 
screen. My tutees have displayed hard work and perseverance even 
through tough times; my tutees have been giving back, they have been 
teaching me through setting an example. 

Those lessons are why I chose to cycle to Brighton for GIFT; GIFT’s 
charitable work has been nothing short of phenomenal, and their hard 
work and dedication through these months has inspired me, and should 
inspire everyone. They inspired me to do something positive with my 
endless free time, and they inspired me to give back. They have not 
only helped countless people in need, but they have helped me, and 
they have enabled me to help others.

GAVRIEL SACKS, AGE 16

Volunteer Stories

As it became clear that we were going to go into lock down it also 
became clear that many many people will be needing help. Given 
my family were all healthy, we knew we had to help others so we 
joined the GIFT WhatsApp groups.

We could see that people were less keen to drive to Kings Cross, 
Shoreditch or Harlesden so we volunteered do to these journeys as 
we enjoy driving around London when the roads are quiet.

It was clear to our family that people not only needed milk and eggs 
but also human contact which we were happy to provide whilst 
keeping 2 meters away!  Phone conversations about how many eggs 
people needed gradually became longer as we started discussing 
world politics, fashion and culture. Loneliness during the Covid crisis 
has been devastating for many, conscious of this fact, we tried to 
deliver with love and warmth. It was and is a delight for our family to 
work as a team to help those in need, forge new friendships and be 
able to make a difference.

FAMILY ZAGURY

One of the things I love about GIFT is that as a donor or 
volunteer you are never far removed from the incredible 
impact of your contribution.

I decided to volunteer to deliver food parcels to local 
families and individuals in the lead-up to Shavuot during 
lockdown. This experience gave me a window into some of 
the challenges people face alone, hidden in the pockets 
of our communities. It also made me mindful that the way 
you give, not just what you give, is equally important, if not 
more. GIFT provides a loving support system while ensuring 
that recipients are treated with dignity and discretion.

The most striking realisation I have had is that the GIFT 
mission is as much for the volunteers as its recipients. It is 
about making us all more deeply aware, sensitive and 
giving people. I am very proud to be a small part of 
such a vital and wonderful mission.

SYLVIE SIMONS, AGE 26
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Recipient Appreciation...
What GIFT recipients had to say...

Thank you GIFT! 
I was destitute 
and extremely 
unwell, physically 
and mentally, but 
overwhelmed and 
moved to tears by 
such generous actions 
by complete strangers.“

To GIFT – I wanted to express my 
gratitude for all the help and support 
I  received in the past 3 months.
When contacting them, the staff 
have been incredibly forthcoming 
in their endeavours to help me, 
whether it be arranging for my 
medication to be collected from the 
pharmacy, delivering food parcels 
every week, providing extra food 
over the Yomtov, and arranging for 
volunteers to do my shopping whilst 
I’ve been shielding during this past 3 
month period.

Always friendly, always prompt to 
deal with any requests. Basically an 
invaluable lifeline to me.

I want to say a very BIG thank you 
to all concerned. A brilliant charity 
excellently run by fabulous caring 
people.

Thank you

I’m just writing to say a HUGE thank you for all the 
support you have given us at KISHARON during 
this past Pesach and Shavuos. The packages 
that you helped us produce to put a smile on the 
faces of the people we support during the difficult 
lockdown period, when they were separated from 
their families, made a huge positive difference to 
them. Your amazing volunteers and Shira’s creative 
and ‘can do right now’ attitude were a big part 
of how you helped us make our ideas turn into 
a reality. Keep up the great work and thanks for 
teaming up with us.

“
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Recipient Appreciation...
What GIFT recipients had to say... “

“

Thank you GIFT!

GIFT have been the one constant 
force since this pandemic has begun.

Always delivering goods and cheer.

GIFT has been truly astonishing during my hours, months and 
now (nearly two) years of need. From the selfless young visitors, 
who despite the generation gap, faithfully take cake weekly 
to visit in hospital and supported accommodation to the very 
welcome fresh food and challah parcels. 

GIFT truly is that, a present of love from the community. It 
has never felt that I was a burden or the tasks a duty, On 
the contrary long standing real friendships have formed and 
strong ties to the community, where others have shied away.

The new tag of mental illness scared old friends and family but 
never GIFT. Remarkable! I will always be in awe and forever 
grateful to the volunteers who have touched my life so deeply!
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Dear Gift,

I just felt I had to write to commend you 

on the phenomenal video you produced 

and on the exceptional involvement 

you’ve had in easing people’s lives 

during the coronavirus. 

I have and do contribute to your charity 

but wanted to just ‘voice’ my admiration 

for your organisation and the unbeliev-

able amount of chessed you and your 

volunteers have displayed.  

I work at Jewish Care in the social work 

department and we have seen directly 

how much your input has done to alle-

viate loneliness, ease hunger, help with 

shopping etc... we have recommended 

you and seen directly what goodwill can 

achieve. 

May Hashem bless you and enable you 

to continue your valuable work. 

Kind regards,

Esther Shuker

As Covid-19 hit, organisations around the UK reached out 
to GIFT to provide assistance. Partnering with community 
organisations, GIFT have taken on dozens of new referrals 
(25% increase from pre-Covid 19 figures), delivered parcels 
for the US, helped Kisharon to create their Pesach Seder and 
Shavuot packs, provided basic necessities for abused mothers 
and provided volunteers to befriend and comfort the elderly, 
ensuring that everyone receives all the support they deserve..

Community Collaboration
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School Appreciation... 
	 What teachers had to say... Our Year 6 Huddles (Pupils & Teachers) have loved every moment of your 

interactive videos. They have laughed, learnt & been moved. The videos 
have been inspirational, causing discussion, reflection, self-analysis and 
commitment to become Givers.

The videos are founded on Jewish Texts & values, but they focus on 
universal truths that all of our staff and pupils can relate to. You have 
helped Sinai to deliver high quality Jewish Studies in the most trying of 
times. You have helped our children to use their Lockdown experience 
to become even nicer, more thoughtful giving young people.

An email can only express a tiny part of our gratitude to you.

Mr M Drucker 
Jewish Studies Teacher

SINAI

A number of students emailed me to say how inspired they were by 
one of your speakers and that it made them consider their future.

Additionally, you encouraged many of our students to take part in an 
online tutoring scheme which empowered them to be great role models 
and mentors.  Thank you also for the excellent year 11 online classes that 
you have been running for our students. 

We are very grateful that you were able to provide something 
wholesome for our students in the last few months.

Rafael Joseph 
Sixth Form Jewish Studies Coordinator

JFS

Your visits to our school over the course of many years have been 
inspirational and educational, and this has been only bettered by your 
own efforts during lockdown. At a time when we are so distant from 
each other, your input has been invaluable to foster a renewed urgency 
for giving amongst our students. To see the impact that the children 
have had in their close communities is testament to the value of GIFT.

Mr Justin Kett 
Head of Kodesh and Deputy Head

SACKS MORASHA

Our pupils have taken part in lots of the resources available on  
your website. These activities have helped them understand all the 
different opportunities open to them to help their community through 
acts of chesed, not just with money but with their actions too.

Rabbi Zeidman’s videos have been so inspiring. I have had many 
comments back from parents telling me how they have sat together as 
a family to watch them and how this has led to deep and meaningful 
discussions with their children on the different ways we can all give 
back to our community.

Mrs. Glickman 
Head of Jewish Studies

KING DAVID, MANCHESTER

The talented GIFT team are regulars at Hasmonean boys’ and girls’ 
school. Their passion and excitement are contagious and their 
message of giving, chessed and altruism are timeless and timely.

Their response to the current COVID crisis has been particularly helpful, 
delivering Zoom presentations to students on a regular basis.

On behalf of everyone at Hasmonean, I am profoundly grateful for all 
they give to our students.

Rabbi J Golker 
Menahel, Hasmonean High School

HASMONEAN HIGH SCHOOL

On behalf of Immanuel College, I would like to thank you for all of the 
opportunities you have provided for our students during lockdown. From 
the educational sessions with Rabbi Zeidman to the virtual hands-on 
activities with Shira Joseph, our students were able to help others and 
maintain the concept of community from the safety of their own homes.

Daniella Neifeld 
Head of Informal Jewish Education

IMMANUEL COLLEGE
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Creative Fundraising

Over the lockdown period GIFT volunteers took action 
in trying to raise much needed funds for GIFT. However, 
due to restrictions and government guidelines, they 
(and we) have needed to get a little bit creative with 
fundraising ideas. 

Some of the most imaginative volunteer fundraising 
initiatives included Lockdown Photoshoots by Raphael 
Igbi (which raised over £3,000), and the astonishing 
feats of Family Rowe who raised almost £1,500 whilst in 
quarantine by each climbing the 58,070 steps it takes 
to summit Mount Everest!

In addition, GIFT have run virtual paint nights, quiz 
nights, cocktail making masterclasses and whisky 
tasting events in partnership with volunteers and 
synagogues. These raised both money and awareness 
for GIFT and offered fun ways to have great “nights 
out” whilst stuck at home.

We are hugely grateful to the incredible 
volunteer families who gave many hours 
of their time each week, to ensure that 
the food in the warehouse was constantly 
sorted, packed and delivered to our 
recipients.

We would also like to thank those 
volunteers who did street and community 
collections ensuring that our warehouse 
was appropriately stocked.

The GIFT Warehouse

“The warehouse is a special place where 
people from all ages and stripes of Judaism 
come together with the common goal of 
CHESED! I come weekly with my kids. We 
work hard and it’s both a humbling and 
uplifting experience ! 
We’re so proud to be a part of the GIFT 
family.”

Batya Richman

“I found myself with lots of spare time during lockdown and 
heard that GIFT was looking for volunteers so I offered to help 
thinking I’d be doing them a favour. Meanwhile I’ve been 
going every week and it’s become my “ therapy”. It’s so fulfilling 
to do something productive , meaningful and to feel that you 
are helping make a difference to those in need. I feel that I’m 
the one benefitting and I wait impatiently for my weekly slot!”

Karine Morris
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VOLUNTEERING HEROES

GILA DAVIS - 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

(Over 1000 volunteers have signed up with GIFT to help 

those in need in the community)

“In response to the Coronavirus there are a group of us 

coordinating and quickly responding to the needs of the 

community through daily calls and WhatsApp groups. 

Every day we provide shopping, medical prescriptions and 

phone calls to those in need. This would not be possible 

without the hundreds of wonderful volunteers that we work 

with on a daily basis.

My favourite quotes from grateful recipients are: 

“Please can you tell the angel that I thank him from the 

bottom of my heart!”

“You at GIFT are all angels, heaven-sent!”

For me it feels humbling to be just a small part of a small 

organisation playing a huge part in providing urgent 

help at times of such need. I’m so grateful for the op-

portunity to help and give back to a community that I’ve 

grown up in and gained so much from.”

TALIA GOLDSTEIN - 

ANSWERING GIFT’S PHONE LINES

(GIFT has responded to 1,800+ requests for help with 

shopping or picking up prescriptions for the elderly and 

vulnerable, or those in need of longer-term support.)

“For the past 4 weeks I have been answering GIFT’s 

phones. I get an average of 30-50 calls a day, listening to 

people’s needs and ensuring that we can work to the best 

of our ability to help them. Prior to Pesach, the phone lit-

erally did not stop and we were receiving 20 - 30 calls an 

hour. The requests are passed on to a WhatsApp group of 

volunteers who will very quickly jump to help. It is amaz-

ing to see how quickly people respond and how much the 

community is looking out for one another. The phone calls 

are not only people who need help, but also people who 

want to help or people who just simply want to say thank 

you, which is always nice to hear. Though it has been hard 

work answering the phone calls and sometimes emotion-

ally difficult to speak to those who are really struggling.  

One call stood out - an elderly lady who was alone and 

just so happy to hear someone’s voice on the other end of 

the line. She was so grateful just to be able to have some-

one to speak to. We make sure that we now have a number 

of volunteers calling her regularly. This has been literally 

life-changing for her.

I have really enjoyed helping and can see the amazing 

work GIFT does, not only in light of a pandemic, but 

throughout the whole year.”

NICCI MENASHE, FAMILY & FRIENDS - 

CARDS OF CARE

“Many of us made a conscious effort to come together in 

our respective communities with a singular mission to help 

anyone who would find themselves in need, particularly 

the elderly who were the highest risk category for this vi-

rus; but what I really wanted was for our teenagers to 

show some compassion and care for others and that did 

not seem to be happening as all they cared about was their 

Xbox games with their friends, or their mobiles! 

My prayers were answered in the form of Sandor  

Milun’s message to me, telling me that his incredible 

GIFT team were mobilising volunteers in our commu-

nity to tackle the looming pandemic crisis ahead of us.

On that day, GIFT COVID-19 WhatsApp groups were set 

up and I immediately joined. 

Shira Joseph from GIFT posted a request for someone to 

write letters to a sweet elderly lady and I immediately vol-

unteered to help. 

I felt that this was definitely going to get bigger and would 

need a caring team, so I messaged some of my friends. On 

that day ‘Cards of Care’ was born. Since then, this special 

team have written every single card personally for a dif-

ferent resident.

We have all written to more than 400 residents and 

counting and have made all these people feel a bit better 

during this crisis.

The best thing about it, is that our teenagers have writ-

ten the most loving and heartwarming cards.

Without love, we will not get through this  so thank you 

to GIFT and Families Menashe, Kornecka, Abadi, Kark, 

Ross, Kahn, Bornstein, Kurland, Kohn, Feldman, Ly-

ons, Cuby, Zeitland, Kienwald, Better, Westbrook & 

Fine for helping to spread love across London quicker 

than the spread of Coronavirus!”

REBECCA LYONS - 

COORDINATING THOUSANDS OF 

GIFT’S BEFRIENDING PHONE CALLS 

FOR THE ELDERLY 

“I’ve set-up a student based call service, intended to 

offer company and support to vulnerable people in 

our community. Through being regularly in contact with 

vulnerable individuals, we can ensure that GIFT is able to 

arrange food and care packages with increased efficiency, 

as well as ensuring that those isolated are not alone!

The response and participation has been deeply hum-

bling, particularly during a time of considerable hardship 

for many.”

RAFI & TAMMY YELLON - 

PACKING & DELIVERING ESSENTIAL 

FOOD & PRESCRIPTIONS TO THE ELDERLY 

& VULNERABLE.

“My brother Rafi and I have been shopping, doing errands 

for the isolated and vulnerable and packing food parcels 

most days for the past month. Our busiest day started at 8 

and literally didn’t stop for 10 hours. We were shopping, 

running errands, collecting prescriptions the whole day. 

The day before Pesach we delivered a car-load full of just 

some of the 2,700 freshly cooked meals and soups that 

GIFT were distributing to hundreds of isolated people in 

need across London. Some days we do shopping for 5 or 6 

families at a time. During Chol Hamoed,  our whole family 

came to the warehouse and spent 5 hours packing Pesach 

food bags for hundreds of families.

My most memorable moments have been delivering meals 

to a Holocaust survivor who hadn’t eaten all day. I felt very 

sad - we need to look after our elderly better - especially 

Holocaust survivors who can’t be  neglected.

We also delivered food to a homeless Jewish lady who 

was so grateful and also hadn’t eaten for a while. 

I understand that GIFT have now helped her with 

permanent accommodation. I’m so glad we could help 

her in this way. It must be a really frightening time to be 

on the streets.

It feels really good volunteering every day and making 

such a difference!”

MATTHEW GOLD & 

AMALYA GREENWOOD - 

RUNNING GIFT’S ONLINE TUTORING INITIATIVE 

“Shira Joseph, Amalya and I (Matthew) realised that many 

children and teenagers would be stuck at home without an-

ything to keep them occupied. Parents would be worried 

about their children’s education and many young students 

would be fearful of forgetting the material that they need 

to know for their exams. We therefore set up a scheme to 

pair students with experienced tutors throughout the 

community. 

The tutors, many of whom have been teaching in schools 

for years, cover a wide range of topics from the core sub-

jects to humanities and languages, as well as Hebrew read-

ing and Kodesh. We cater for year 3 up to A-level, and 

can provide a wide array of resources to supplement the 

learning experience. 

We have been inundated with requests, and are over-

joyed to see how grateful the families are knowing that 

their children’s educational needs are being taken care of. 

Within the first week, we have made over 75 pairs and 

hope to make many more!”

URI & YONI SHINE - 

ENTERTAINING CARE HOME RESIDENTS 

& BEFRIENDING THE ELDERLY

“Just before lockdown struck we were approached by GIFT 

to perform in the gardens of local care homes as the 

residents were not allowed any visitors inside.

As we approached, I felt quite nervous, but this soon abait-

ed when I saw the look of joy on the residents’ faces. A 

highlight was when one elderly lady requested we sing and 

rap to Stormzy and Ed Sheeran! Tears actually welled up 

in my eyes when two of the residents started to dance to 

our songs. Giving our time took less than an hour but it 

made a huge impact on both us and on the residents.

I’ve also been phoning elderly people who have been 

isolated for weeks, unable to see their family & friends. 

The joy one phone call makes is really incredible. I would 

strongly urge all teenagers to put down their phones or 

game consuls and phone someone who you know would 

really appreciate it. I have really connected with so many 

people I’m phoning during this time and I look forward 

continuing the calls after Corona.” 

CLARE PATER - 

MAKING ‘CARE FOR THE CARERS’ PACKS 

(GIFT has distributed over 3,000 ‘Care for the Carers’ 

gratitude packs filled with donated items, for NHS staff 

and care home workers. An additional 3,000 will be 

distributed within the next month).

“As soon as I became aware of the terrible implications 

that the Corona virus pandemic would have for the com-

munity I signed up to support GIFT’s efforts alongside 

my children in a variety of ways. I cannot believe how 

quickly the organisation has mobilized and how many 

different initiatives we have been able to contribute to. 

We assembled care packs as a token of gratitude to NHS 

workers. We decorated mugs and filled them with lots of 

special treats that were donated to GIFT and my children 

wrote messages of thanks and coloured in gratitude 

cards. It has been such a welcome distraction from the 

horrible events elsewhere and I am so glad that my kids 

have been able to have an outlet in which they are able 

to support the local community and the NHS.” 

To find out more about how 

you can get involved contact 

volunteer@jgift.org

www.jgift.org/covid19
Registered charity 1153393

020 8457 4429

GIFT has been featured across 
the board in Jewish publications 
being highlighted for the myriad 
initiatives we have created since 
the beginning of lockdown.

GIFT in the News
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Volunteer Awards

Talia has been answering the GIFT phone 
lines, patiently taking requests for the past 
almost 4 months.  Even though a family 
bereavement, Talia was still happy to continue 
her volunteering and her sweet friendly nature 
has meant those panicked callers have been 
quickly put at ease.

Gila has been coordinating shopping and 
prescription pick-ups.  She has been posting 
requests on the GIFT COVID whatsapp groups,  
sorting volunteers within minutes in her usual 
proactive style. Even the day she got engaged 
she was still posting on the groups.

GIFT NETWORK OF GIVING AWARD: 
TALIA GOLDSTEIN & GILA DAVIS

This couple approached GIFT with a big idea... 
to give thousands of care packages to NHS 
workers and care home staff. It was their drive 
and motivation that really made it happen. 
Beverley’s big ideas and reach for the stars 
attitude combined with Howard’s tenacity 
and never taking no for an answer meant 
that this project exceeded all expectations. 
Not content with this, they instigated and 
spearheaded the Quentin Blake Mug project 
raising money for NHS Charities Together. The 
brilliant NHSOS team led by the Calverts have 
been able to achieve so much and show 
appreciation to so many.

NHSOS AWARD: 
HOWARD & BEVERLEY CALVERT

Matthew, Amalya and Chloe have 
been working tirelessly on the virtual 
tutoring project.  Matching tutoring pairs, 
answering questions, having daily meetings 
with their constantly updated to do lists.  

They went above and beyond by also 
providing befriending and extracurricular 
activities to those youngsters who were 
particularly struggling with the emotional 
strains of lockdown.  They took an idea 
and actualised it through hard work, care     
and loads of initiative, which meant they         
were able to coordinate over 300 pairs.

GIFT TUTORING AWARD: MATTHEW GOLD, 
CHLOE GOLD & AMALYA GREENWOOD

We initially started posting requests for cards 
to be written to those who were particularly 
isolated. Nicci and her overflowing love for 
others was always the first to respond and 
each message was written with so much 
care.  Nicci then assembled a team of 
people to write cards and kept asking for 
more names to write to. The cards of care 
team have been motivated to make each 
and every card personal and beautiful just to 
bring some light into a very dark period.

CARDS OF CARE AWARD: 
NICCI MENASHE
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Volunteer Awards

Claudia, a former GIFT driver, rang Roxanne 
up with an idea to cook hot fresh meals for 
people who are vulnerable or unwell.  Despite 
never having cooked for more than 3 people 
before this point she got to work and cooked 
and delivered 20 meals that first week. She 
then gathered together an army of cooks 
and fundraised for this project. Her 20 meals a 
week turned into a minimum of 20 meals a day 
thanks to Claudia’s compassionate nature 
and her leadership of the incredible team of 
cooks. 

GIFT COOKS AWARD: 
CLAUDIA GREEN

Lauren had an idea… to distribute toys, 
technology and bikes to those who needed 
it most. Her entire house was overtaken with 
items and they had to eat all meals in the 
kitchen for 6 weeks! Most people would have 
just wanted to get the items out quickly. But 
not Lauren. Each and every puzzle piece was 
counted out. The entire Moshal family were 
involved in this operation and their house 
became a factory of kindness. Lauren’s 
constant concern and care for all those 
she helped is what has made her such an 
exceptional volunteer.

TOYS, TECH & BIKES AWARD: 
LAUREN MOSHAL

Due to the panic buying, and the dramatic 
increase in those requesting vital food support from 
GIFT during the pandemic, we had no idea how we 
would manage to maintain our food stocks in the 
warehouse. Naomi stepped up and ensured that 
local food banks like GIFT had regular donations 
through her network of volunteers & donors. She has 
arranged thousands of pounds worth of food to be 
delivered to the warehouse each week. Naomi is 
a true example of someone seeing a huge need, 
stepping up and doing what it takes to get it filled.

Shimon offered to manage the GIFT Warehouse. 
Little did he know what he was letting himself in for.  
Driving a van, schlepping, and working with the 
amazing groups of families who came in to pack 
food bags. Shimon has kept a huge smile on his 
face throughout, despite the very long hours and 
backbreaking work. Shimon’s organised nature and 
motivation to help has meant that the warehouse 
has been kept in order, with such care and attention 
to detail.

GIFT VITAL FOOD SUPPORT AWARD: 
SHIMON KELLY & NAOMI RUSSELL

Shira has typified the GIFT spirit in an exemplary 
fashion – the team really stepped up and it was their 
loving, caring, dedicated response that enabled the 
GIFT team to accomplish all you see in this brochure.

Shira has been at the forefront of many of the initiatives, 
spearheading the volunteering department with our 
volunteer coordinator, Keren Pinhas. Her Worshipful 
the Mayor of Barnet, Councillor Caroline Stock 
commented, “GIFT just isn’t another charity… it has 
now grown into something very special.”

That is in big part down to the countless sleepless 
nights, hundreds of overtime hours and incredible 
work ethic of Shira and the rest of the team! 

THE OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD: SHIRA JOSEPH
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SHOPPING REQUESTS
Gila Davis
Talia Goldstein 

COOKING
Ayelet Benaim
Sasha Benjamin
Roxanne Blumgart
Shirley Davis
Rebecca Dominitz
Helen French
Claudia Green
Michelle Hanassab
Leah Hoff
Nikki Hyames
Miriam Ibgi
Paula Jacobs
Sahara Krok
Simone Krok
Sasha Levy
Shula Medalie
Becky Richman
Adina Rosten
Naomi Samuels
Daniella Shamash  
Tamara Sireling
Debbie Slyper
Talia Tapnack
Yael White

PACKING
Family Benaim
Family Berman
Yael Bloom & family 
Family Corney
Maxine Elias & family 
Geraldine Feiner
Family Field  
Debbie Gordon & family 
Sara Jacobs & family 
Shimon Kelly
Family King
Family Leaf
Family Levitus
Joel and Elisha Marks
Karine Morris & family 
Gila Pfeffer & family 
Batya Richman & family 
Family Schneider 
Family Schuchman
Family Selby
Family Shelley
Debra Shusheim
Adina White & family  

NHSOS
Quentin Blake
Howard & 
Beverley Calvert 
Tamara Fisch
Rebecca Freedman
Ellen Johnson
Natalie Lang
Skinnydip London
Benita Marks
Sophie Saunders
Ready10 Media 

CARDS OF CARE
Nicci Menashe
Daniel Abadi
Fabiana Abadi
Tamara Better
Dalia Bornstein
Isaac Brittain
Vivienne Cohen
Debbie Cuby
Mia Cuby
Shira Druion
Dominique Felder
Claudia Feldman
Judith Fine
Keira Fine
Talia Fine
Deborah Flack
Julie Harris
Davina Jackson
Judah Kahn
Kelly Kahn
Laila Kahn
Sage Kahn

Sierra Kahn
Ellie Kark
Margi Kark
Sadie Kark
Cat Kienwald
Olivia King
Angelina Kornecka
Erin Kurland
Jess Levine
Stacey Levine
Sophie Linton
Gabby Lyons
Isaac Lyons
Jemima Lyons
Marielle Lyons
Jesse Menashe
Raffael Menashe
Raquel Menashe
Debra Morris & the 20th 
Finchley Scout Group
Ben Nurtman
Samuel Nurtman
Victoria Nurtman
Clare Pater
Danya Ross
Hilli Ross
Raffi Ross
Shevi Ross
Talli Ross
Family Simons
Family Spector
Devorah Leah Weisz & 
the Hampstead Village 
Shul Cheder 
Miriam Westbrook
Ari Witkin
Deni Witkin
Natalya Witkin
Samantha Witkin
Sophia Witkin
Maya Zagury
Katie Zietland

TOYS, BIKES & LAPTOPS
Lauren Moshal
Anthony Moshal
Kira Moshal
Rachel Moshal
Jacob Moshal
Aaron Moshal

FUNDRAISERS
Ariella Aaronson
Reba-lee and David 	
Abramson  
Family Benaim  
Tammy and Micha Bieder 
Family Cohen
Family Dahan
Elior Doani
Tomer Doctors
Ariella Elias 
Aurelia and Yoni Evers
Maytal Field
Family Garson
Brocha Gluck
Robert Gold
Erez Goldberg
Elliot Goodman
Ben Horn
Rafe and Sara Ibgi
Danielle Jeffries
Skittles Kopfstein
Haya Langerman
Family Levy
Family Livingstone
Saul Mocton
Ruby Okin
Sophie Pater
Jordan Pearlman  
& family 
Yael Periera
Belinda Rodin 
Family Rowe
Mia Samuels
Deby Sarfatis
Yehuda Schnitzer

Family Schuchman
Siena Sendama
Rina Serfaty  
Yoni and Adina Shine 
Family Snow
Family Tamman
Jonny and Eli Tapnack
Family Tenenblat

BIKE RIDE FROM LONDON 
TO BRIGHTON
Benjamin Birns
Netanel Bloom
Josh Cesman
Richard Denton
Ernst Kastner
Jonah Kastner
Raphael Kastner
Robert Kastner
Horesh Lopian
Noah Mendel
Ben Mendleson
Anthony Moshal
Jacob Moshal
JJ Rubinoff
Gavriel Sacks
Sam Shooter
Shmuel Stones

BIRTHDAY FUNDRAISERS
Ollie Anisfeld
Penie Finegold
Ettty Gafan
Hadar Langerman
Marco Laurence
Sylvia Simons
Tamara Sireling

COVID-19 GENERAL 
SUPPORT
Aimee Belchak
Rafi and Tammy Yellon
Tally and Ben Mann
Rebecca Aharon
Michelle Aminoff
Hannah Benaim
Jacob Benouaich
Rebecca Bornstein
Suzanne Breuer-Weil
Leo Brownstein
Gideon Caller
Chloe Calman
Family Cohn
Amy Conway
Michelle Conway
Family Corney
Michael Dunitz
Natalie Feigin
Geraldine Feiner
Michael Fierstone
Eve Forman
Orli Forman
Claire Freedman
Eliana Friedman
Joshua Frohwein
Natasha Garbacz
Ariella Gertner
Judy Gilbert
Jonny Gingold
Lucy Glynn
Farah Goldberg
Joanna Grankin
Chava Green
Mordechai Grynhaus
Michelle Hajioff
Zoe Harris
Hayley Herring
Melanie Jawett
Michael Jawett
Louis Jesner
Aliza Kander
Raphael Kastner  
Daniella Kelaty
Angela Kosiner
Yair Kramer
Bracha Lawrence  
Mandy Lawrence
Lizzy Lebetkin

Joshua Lew
Linda Lovat
Joshua Lyons
Rebecca Lyons
Judy Mann
Ashley Mansoor
Benita Marks
Susan Menashe
Jenna Moses
Sandra Nagioff
Shira Neville
Ruby Okin
Grant Pakter
Benjamin Pater
Danny Pine
Dan Pines
Susan Pollock  
Shira Rees
Rebecca Robbins  
Jeremy Rose
Ben Rosenfeld
Miriam Rosenfeld
Naomi Russell
Nigel Saidler
Hannah Salt
Nechama Segar
Daniel Serfaty
Lydia Sheldon
Adina Shine 
Jes Shine
Jonathan Shine
Yoni Shine
Yitzi Sidelsky
Phillip Silver
Elior Sion
Limor Sion
Kobi Snow
Alison Soloman
Joshi Soloman
Richard Taube
Amanda Weinberg
Family Zagury

TUTORING
Amalya Greenwood
Chloe Gold
Matthew Gold
Jordana Aaronson
Danielle Abkin
Laura Abkin
Joel Abraham
Max Adam
Chaya Adler
Nathaniel Adler
Jonathan Artman
Jess Assor
Maddy Assor
Alexa Bakst
Eleanna Barr
Rebecca Baruch
Emily Bassalian
Michal Bassalian
Ariella Benaim
Ayelet Benaim
Hannah Benaim
Yael Ben-David
Michal Benjamin
Josh Berkley
Adam Bernstein  
Sarah Bernstein
Goldie Binstock
Rachel Blank
Sharon Blass
Tamar Blumgart
Dalia Bornstein
Naomi Bouzaglou
Paola Bradley
Aaron Breslauer
Ilana Breuer-Weil
Zisi Broner
Emily Brunner
Elisa Bucay
Elisha Citron
Alexander Cohen
Shoshana Cohen
Sorele Cohen

Julie Cohn
Oliver Cowen
Amanda Cummings
Sarie Curtis
Aaron Cutler
Nathan Daniels
Tamara Delmonte
Jason Devan
Chana Dickson
Elior Doani
Ayal Doctors
Noam Dony
Gianina Dwek
Maya Dytch
Mia Eldor-Levy
Daniel Elek
Tamara Faber
Eliane Fachler
Hannah Fairnington
Joel Fenton
Eden Field
Hila Fisher
Yael Forta
Rachel Foux
Eliana Friedman
Sandra Friend 
Zoe Frohwein
Lindsey Gaunt
Shani Gluck
Shira Godsi
Michal Golan
Chloe Goldberg
Eli Goldin
Lily Golker
Bertie Green
Rachael Green
Yehudis Greenhouse
Matty Haber
Joshua Hajioff
Jessie Hakkak
Samantha Hall
Taliah Hammell
Rachel Harris
Joel Herman
Natasha Hertz
Shoshi Hertz
Zahava Hill
Michal Hoff
Zahava Hurst
Maya Hurwitz
Tali Hurwitz
Ella Hyman 
Talia Kim Ingleby
Edward Isaacs
Sophie Jackson
Anastasia Joukovski
Raquel Karp
Jonah Kastner
Minna Katz
Lauren Keiles
Sophie Kelly
Danielle Kenley
Daniel Kenward
Olivia King
Theo Kitsberg
Ruth Klajman
Yehuda Klajman
Jonathan Korn
Millie Koslover
Yair Kramer
Adina Kut
Samuel Kutten
Hadassah Lax
Tsipporah Lax
Yoni Lax
Batsheba Lazarus
Elbie Lebrecht
Nadine Leighton
William Lerer
Emma Levy
Temima Levy
Dinah Lewis
Natasha Lewis
Judy Liebert
Tova Liebert
Boaz Lister

Eliana Lyons
Albany Maddison
Judy Mann
Olivia Mann
Talia Marchant
Daniella Marcus
Dina Markovic
Ellie Marks
Hannah Masters
Shira Melnick
Hannah Mendall
Chani Meyer
Sara Meyers
Avi Miller
Gaby Milofsky
Hanna Milofsky
Daniel Misrahi
Tamar Neville
Sammy Noe
Karel Ohana
Joel Ohrenstein
Avital Ollech
Toby Onona
Izzy Passe
Zara Passe
Rachel Paul
Talia Peleg
Juta Pels
Lea Pfeffer
Bianca Polny 
Millie Posner
Rebecca Posner
Orli Provisor
Malka Bayla 	
Raczkowski
Shira Raymond
Georgia Reback  
Eden Reyhanian
Laurie Reznik
Yuval Ribak
Aliza Richter
Adam Robinson
Nina Rosenfield
Lauren Rosettenstein
Jodi Ross
Orli Ruback
Gavriel Sacks
Chedva Sampson
Dov Samuels
Sammy Schajer
Ariella Schwab
Joseph Serfaty
Natalie Shapiro
Tova Sharman
Lawrence Shenkin
Liat Sherbourne
Emily Sinclair
Michael Smolowitz
Dov Solomon
Emily Spungin
Gabriella Stakol
Avigayil Stern
Lea Stern
Tziporrah Sufrin
Jacob Swirsky
Amikel Taylor
Lindsey Taylor-Guthartz
Amy Toledano
Monica Trent
Hettie Virchis
Erin Walfisz
Tamar Waller
Louis Ware
Lucy Weiniger
Ariella Weisz
Daniella Wieder
Sophie Wimborne
Shira Wulwick
Simcha Yonasan
Shoshana Zeltser

WITH IMMENSE GRATITUDE TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF OUR INCREDIBLE VOLUNTEERS!

AND TO THE HUNDREDS MORE WHO GENEROUSLY VOLUNTEERED THROUGH OUR COVID 19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE WHATSAPP GROUPS
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AA  MMEESSSSAAGGEE  FFOORR  AALLLL  TTHHEE  GGIIFFTT  VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERRSS    
 
 
 
I send my warmest thanks to each and every person who has played a part in supporting the 

community by volunteering with GIFT during the recent crisis. 

While the needs of the community grew, it is truly heartening that so many individuals stepped 

forward to give of their time and energy, whether through phone calls to the isolated, grocery and 

prescription shopping and deliveries, tutoring, online education sessions, donations, letter-

writing, food packages or other much-needed practical support to families and individuals.  

The Torah teaches us the importance of being a community of giving, of social action. God lives 

in the hearts of those who give. I believe that when we give, we come to see life itself as a gift.  

And I am truly thankful that GIFT has done such an extraordinary job connecting those willing 

to help with those that needed a helping hand. I send this message of appreciation, along with 

my warmest wishes, to all of you. 

May all you do be blessed. 

    

Yours in admiration, 

 

 

 
 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 

July 2020 / Tammuz 5780 
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On 8th July, GIFT put on the UK’s first ever charity Drive-in 
evening following government guidelines and attended 

by over 750 people. 

The guest of honour was The Worshipful The Mayor of 
Barnet and the evening was a wonderful celebration of 

GIFT’s amazing volunteers during lockdown.



Registered Charity No. 1153393
+44(0)20 8457 4429 | info@jgift.org

www.jgift.org

Thank you very much for your continued support and generosity. 

WAYS TO DONATE:
1. Online – www.jgift.org/rh

2. BACS: CAF Account: 00020634 Sort Code: 40-52-40 
(Please use ‘Give It Forward Today’ as reference)

3. Cheque/charity voucher made payable to GIFT
379 Hendon Way, London NW4 3LP 

MONTHLY YEARLY*

*w
ith gift aid

**V
enue hire and

 other expenses

IN GIFT TERMS

= = 125 Shabbat packages£2,250£150
= = 12 week education programme£3,000£200

= = 2 months emotional & practical support 
for 200+ households£1,875£125

= = Provides fruit & vegetables for 100 families£1,500£100
= = 135 volunteer visits to families & hospitals£1,350£90

= = Provides support packages for a family  
for an entire year£1050£70

= = 21.5 hours of tutoring**£540£36
= = 20 food support packages£390£26 

Be a giver  

with GIFT

/giftcharityuk /giftcharity /giftcharity

GIFT needs over £800,000 per year to run its  
Education, Volunteering and Support services 


